[Expression of foot and mouth disease virus antigens in transgenic plants].
Owing to its geographical distribution and its highly contagious character, the foot and mouth disease (FMD) virus is responsible for one of the most dreaded of all livestock diseases. The currently-used vaccine is polyvalent and is based on an inactivated virus. Current research on FMD vaccines focuses on the creation of vaccines that are easier and cheaper to produce, and that avoid manipulation of large quantities of virus. The use of transgenic plants to express relevant antigens has been evaluated for the purpose of vaccine production. The authors' working group has taken the FMD virus as a model to evaluate the feasibility of using transgenic plants to express viral antigens and to develop experimental vaccines. The purpose of this paper is to set forth the working group's results in the expression of FMD antigens in transgenic plants.